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HE University of Michigan was founded in 1817
but did not develop its own medical school until 1847. Initially, the medical curriculum was taught in Detroit where students and faculty had access to a hospital and patients. That situation prevailed for a number of years until the first hospital in Ann Arbor was opened. It was a 20-bed unit converted from the home of a faculty professor, and admitted only charity patients for medical student teaching purposes (Fig. 1) . The hospital expanded temporarily into a larger residential building until the University Hospital was built in 1925 (Fig. 2) . That hospital (designed by Edgar A. Kahn's father) was a 1000-bed facility built specifically to be a medical school and a teaching and patient-care facility. At the same time, the faculty became full-time employees of the University, Max Poet started our discipline at Michigan. Kahn, Crosby, and Schneider followed, basing their teaching on the correlative anatomy essential for neurosurgical practice. All four were responsible for a long list of outstanding trainees. A golden era at Michigan ended when Dr. Crosby died in 1983, Dr. Kahn in 1985, and Dr. Schneider in 1986.
The Section of Neurosurgery now consists of eight clinical faculty members. It has an active laboratory with four neuroscientists, a 6-year neurosurgery training program, and substantial involvement in the medical school curriculum. The unit is currently headed by Julian T. HolT, M.D., who took that position in 1981.
